
James Beard Foundation
to Announce 2017 Award Nominees
from Los Angeles, California

NEW YORK, NY (February 8, 2017) - The James Beard Foundation and Discover Los Angeles

announced today that together, the organizations will reveal the 2017 James Beard Foundation Awards

nominees at a live press conference in Los Angeles on Wednesday, March 15, 2017. Suzanne Goin, 2016

James Beard Award winner for Outstanding Chef, and Caroline Styne, three-time nominee for

Outstanding Restaurateur will co-host the press conference and corresponding breakfast at their restaurant

a.o.c. Nominees in more than 50 categories in the Foundation’s awards programs, including Restaurant

and Chef, Restaurant Design, and Media will be announced. The event will take place at 9:00 A.M. PST

/ 12:00 P.M. EST and will be streamed via the Foundation's Facebook Live channel.

"We look forward to once again taking the JBF Awards nomination event on the road, this time to the

dynamic food city of Los Angeles," said Susan Ungaro, president of the James Beard Foundation, "This

city has seen an impressive roster of Award-winning restaurants and chefs over the years, and we're

thrilled to work not only with them but with the Discover Los Angeles organization in the process."

In addition to the press conference and breakfast, a benefit dinner, “L.A. Cooks for the James Beard
Foundation,” will take place on Tuesday, March 14. Co-hosted by chef Suzanne Goin and Caroline Styne

at their Los Angeles restaurant Lucques, an all-star line-up of fellow James Beard Award nominees and

winners have been recruited for the exclusive celebration, including Nancy Silverton of Osteria Mozza,

Michael Cimarusti of Providence, Jon Shook and Vinny Dotolo of Animal, Jeremy Fox of Rustic Canyon,

Dahlia Narvaez of Pizzeria Mozza, Sherry Yard of Helm's Bakery, Matt Molina of Everson Royce Bar,

Mixologist Eric Alperin of The Varnish, and special guests Mary Sue Milliken and Susan Feniger of

Border Grill. Guests can expect a unique, collaborative, multi-course dining experience with wine and

specialty cocktails. A limited number of tickets will go on sale in mid-February.

"We're deeply honored that the James Beard Foundation has chosen Los Angeles to announce this year's

Award finalists. It's a testament to our city's talent and long history with the Foundation," said dineL.A.

Director for Discover Los Angeles Stacey Sun. "Los Angeles has become one of today's most exciting

culinary destinations, with established chefs who helped jumpstart our country's farm-to-table movement,

as well as rising talent putting their own stamp on defining this city's cuisine. We're excited to unite so
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many incredible James Beard Award winners and nominees at this dinner to not only give back to the

Foundation, but shine a spotlight on the enriching, year-round programs and education they provide.

Semifinalists for the Foundation's Restaurant and Chef Awards are selected from 24,000 online entries,

a process that's overseen by a committee of industry professionals. After the first round of voting by

judges, committee members, and previous winners, the semifinalists, which will be announced on

Wednesday, February 15, are then narrowed down to a final list of nominees, which will be announced

in Los Angeles on Wednesday, March 15, along with nominees in the Restaurant Design and Media

Awards. The nominees will be announced on the Foundation's Facebook Live video feed at

facebook.com/beardfoundation. The Foundation will also be announcing the nominees in real time on

Twitter at twitter.com/beardfoundation.

Winners of the 2017 James Beard Media Awards will be announced on Tuesday, April 25, at an exclusive

event honoring the nation's top cookbook authors, culinary broadcast producers and hosts, and food

journalists at Pier Sixty at Chelsea Piers in New York City.

Winners of the remaining awards will be announced at the James Beard Foundation Awards Gala at the

Lyric Opera of Chicago on Monday, May 1, 2017. During the event, which is open to the public, awards

for the Restaurant and Chef and Restaurant Design categories will be handed out, along with special

achievement awards Humanitarian of the Year, Lifetime Achievement, Design Icon, Who’s Who of Food
and Beverage in America, and America’s Classics. A gala reception will immediately follow, featuring
top chefs and beverage professionals from across the country.

Established in 1990, the James Beard Awards recognize culinary professionals for excellence and

achievement in their fields and furthers the Foundation’s mission to celebrate, nurture, and honor chefs
and other leaders making America's food culture more delicious, diverse, and sustainable for everyone.

Each award category has an individual committee made up of industry professionals who volunteer their

time to oversee the policies, procedures, and selection of judges for their respective Awards program. All

JBF Award winners receive a certificate and a medallion engraved with the James Beard Foundation

Awards insignia. There are no cash prizes.

The 2017 James Beard Foundation Awards are proudly hosted by Choose Chicago and the Illinois

Restaurant Association and presented in association with the Chicago Department of Aviation,

HMSHost, Illinois Office of Tourism, and Mariano's as well as the following partners: Premier Sponsors:

All-Clad Metalcrafters, American Airlines, S.Pellegrino® Sparkling Natural Mineral Water, True

Refrigeration®; Supporting Sponsors: Breville®, Lavazza, Robert Mondavi Winery, Skuna Bay Salmon,

Valrhona; Gala Reception Sponsors: Ecolab, Kendall College, Windstar Cruises; with additional support

from: Chefwear, VerTerra Dinnerware.

About the James Beard Foundation (JBF)
Founded in 1986, the James Beard Foundation celebrates, nurtures, and honors chefs and other

leaders making America's food culture more delicious, diverse, and sustainable for everyone. A

cookbook author and teacher with an encyclopedic knowledge about food, the late James Beard



was a champion of American cuisine. He helped educate and mentor generations of professional

chefs and food enthusiasts, instilling in them the value of wholesome, healthful, and delicious food.

Today JBF continues in the same spirit by administering a number of diverse programs that include

educational initiatives, food industry awards, scholarships for culinary students, publications, chef

advocacy training, and thought-leader convening. The Foundation also maintains the historic James

Beard House in New York City’s Greenwich Village as a “performance space” for visiting chefs. For

more information, please visit jamesbeard.org. Get food news, recipes, and more at the James Beard

Foundation’s blog, or subscribe to the free digital newsletter Beard Bites. Follow @beardfoundation

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and Snapchat. Watch the James Beard House Kitchen

Cam, James Beard Awards, and more on the Foundation’s Livestream channel. Find more JBF-

related video on the Foundation’s YouTube channels.

About Discover Los Angeles
One of the world’s most dynamic and diverse destinations, Los Angeles comprises 88 cities and is

considered the cultural hub of the Pacific Rim. Home to near-perfect weather, 75miles of jaw-

dropping shoreline, more museums than any other U.S. city and an award-winning culinary scene,

Los Angeles presents endless possibilities that keep its more than 47.3 million annual visitors

entertained. For more information, visit the official visitor information website of Los Angeles

at discoverLosAngeles.com, join the more than one million people who follow Discover Los Angeles’s

Facebook page at facebook.com/LosAngelesFan. Also follow along on Snapchat discoverLASnaps

or @discoverLA on Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest.

About dineL.A.
dineL.A. exists to discover, support and promote Los Angeles’s dynamic culinary scene. As part of

Discover Los Angeles, dineL.A. produces its eponymous dining event that takes place twice a year

and showcases the city as a premier dining destination. dineL.A.’s programs are designed to stimulate

business and introduce new customers to restaurants located in the many neighborhoods throughout

L.A. County. For more information, news, and updates, visit dineLA.com and follow dineL.A.

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat at dineLAsnaps.


